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Foreword  

Amblecote is a source of great local pride and belonging. Amblecote’s residents wish to protect the 
local distinctiveness and legacy of the area, which in turn gives Amblecote its individual history and 
character. Over the years the rural nature of the area has been significantly eroded by residential 
development on a large scale which has changed the landscape albeit for small pockets of green belt. 
The parcel of land that we wish to nominate is precious to this community for so many reasons. It is of 
demonstrable significance for both its beauty, tranquillity and for its wildlife. This significance is in part 
recognised by Dudley Metropolitan Council as the land is recorded as a site of Local Importance for 
Nature Conservation, The Local Nature Conservation Area comprises of trees that have a blanket tree 
preservation order placed and possibly trees of an age as veteran/ancient trees. This modest meadow 
commands a prominent position on what is known as “The Hill” adjacent to the site of former Corbett 
hospital and provides a significant visual amenity to many. The meadow sweeping down from the top 
of the hill should be saved. It has never been developed and its condition is largely unchanged since 
the original forest was cleared over a thousand years ago. 

The public support for conservation areas as places that give identity to people and spaces is well 
established as evidenced by the recent high-profile campaign to oppose development in nearby 
Saltwells Wood. Dudley Metropolitan Borough Council, who aims ‘to protect the Black Country’s 
distinctive environment’, are placing increased emphasis upon community engagement in the 
development of the Local Area Plan, subscribing to the view of English Heritage (Guidance on the 
Management of Conservation Areas, August 2005) that ‘involving the local community is essential if 
the proposals of management plans are to succeed’. In addition, the government have introduced 
opportunities for local communities to unite to protect green spaces that have significant importance 
to them. The Natural Environment White Paper (2011) highlights the “importance of green spaces to 
the health and happiness of local communities”, with the assertion that planning policies and decisions 
should ensure that they identify and protect tranquil areas that are prized for their amenity value for 
this reason (National Planning Policy Framework, paragraph 180b).  
 
We are looking to achieve the Local Green Space Designation and have The Corbett Meadow 
registered as an Asset of Community Value so that in the future we as a community may have the 
opportunity to value it for the enjoyment of all for generations to come. Green spaces, particularly 
natural green spaces, located close to local people provide a range of social and environmental 
benefits including improved mental health, improved community cohesion, enhanced opportunities 
for wildlife and a sense of belonging (See Cotswold District Council, Local Green Space Designation 
Toolkit). Amblecote does no longer benefit from any large areas of public open space within the 
conservation area and has no village green or other central place to act as a focal point. This parcel of 
land is a natural focal point within the built-up area. Our vision would be for a space unspoilt by 
development where local people could come together to undertake projects to enhance the natural 
environment, for example planting further trees and native plants, maintaining the wildlife ponds and 
making provision for the animals and birds such as hedgehog houses and bug hotels. Conservation 
assets are irreplaceable and should be conserved in a manner appropriate to their significance, so that 
their contribution to quality of life can endure and be felt by both existing and future generations. All 
of these things can be achieved without the inappropriate development of this irreplaceable habitat.  
 
We understand that Dudley Metropolitan Borough Council is looking to seek stronger ties with 
interested groups to promote the continued involvement of the local community in managing and 
enhancing the character of its conservation areas. Our ultimate hope would be that you would stand 
alongside us in championing Amblecote’s cause in protecting the sole remaining natural open space in 
the ward. If we succeed, Amblecote will be amongst the first community within Dudley Borough to 
demonstrate the importance of their rural environment in designating it for this long-standing 
protection against development.  
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Site Information  
Name and address of site: CORBETT AMBULATORY OUTPATIENTS CENTRE VICARAGE ROAD, 
STOURBRIDGE DY8 4JB. 
  
Known to Dudley MB Council Planning Department as:  
‘The Corbett Meadow, Amblecote’.  
 
Registered with the Land Registry as: CORBETT AMBULATORY OUTPATIENTS CENTRE VICARAGE ROAD, 
STOURBRIDGE DY8 4JB. 
 
Title number: WM633058  
Site location plans:  
 
• Title plan for WM633058  
 
Ownership of the site   DUDLEY PRIMARY CARE TRUST VICARAGE ROAD, STOURBRIDGE DY8 4AP -
CORBETT AMBULATORY OUTPATIENTS CENTRE VICARAGE ROAD, STOURBRIDGE DY8 4JB. 
 
Dudley Group of Hospitals Trust NHS Foundation Trust 
 
The Corbett Meadow is already recognised by Dudley MBC as being a site of Local Importance for 
Nature conservation (ref: Policy S19 / S21). Designating the meadow as Local Green Space would give 
it protection consistent with that in respect of green belt, but otherwise there are no new restrictions 
or obligations on landowners. Furthermore, the designation of this land on the basis of its beauty, 
tranquillity and wildlife would not place an obligation on the land owner to open the land to the 
public, as designation does not in itself confer any rights of public access over what exists at present. 
Moreover, areas of land such as the meadow that are particularly valued for their wildlife and 
tranquillity may need restricted access in order to protect the very essence of that which makes it 
valuable.  
 

 
 

Site Plan as provided by the Land Registry  



Organisation or individual proposing the site for designation:  
Helen Cook on behalf of Amblecote History Society.  
 
Community served by the potential Local Green Space:  
The site currently acts as a significant visual amenity for those who live in the immediate area, staff 
and patients who visit The Corbett Ambulatory Outpatients Hospital the Stourbridge Health & Social 
Care Centre and the Three Villages Medical Centre and those walking in the gravelled path ways which 
in part form a perimeter around the meadow. The land is used for grazing by two brothers who have 
maintained a small herd of cattle here for over 40 years. There is potential for the Corbett Meadow to 
further serve the community as a whole.  
 
Planning History:  
An application for the land to be developed was submitted in 1991/2. A vigorous campaign objecting 
to this was held, Dudley Metropolitan Borough Council also supported the objection with a strong 
recommendation that the meadow should used for leisure activities. The application went to a Public 
Enquiry. The Inspector agreed that the land was valuable open space. (See Report) 
 
In 1992. Dudley MB Council did put a designation on the site as being valuable open space with the 
pond as a nature consultation area. See Appendix 7. 
 
There is not currently a planning application submitted for this site though the site of the Meadow has 
very recently been assessed for potential development (‘Site 48’) as part of the Black Country Core 
Strategy or Black Country Plan (signed up to by Dudley Council). The potential threat to the meadow 
by developers was very well publicised in the Local Press - see Appendix 8. 
 
Area of proposed site:  
 
Natural England’s Accessible Natural Greenspace Standards (2010) can be used to define the likely size 
of a suitable Local Green Space and its distance from the local community. A local green space of 5 
acres or less should normally be located within 300m (325 yards) or 5 minutes’ walk of the community 
it serves. A site of over 50 acres would be considered as an extensive tract of land. The Corbett 
Meadow is approximately fourteen (14) acres 5.72 Hectares and is located immediately adjacent to 
dwellings along Vicarage Road, pathways into Withymoor and at the rear backing directly onto a small 
recreational ground, Amblecote Primary School and Amblecote Allotment Guild. The Corbett 
Outpatients Hospital, The Stourbridge Health & Social Centre and the Three Villages Medical Practice 
on Vicarage Road provides a wonderful vista over the site. It is therefore evident that The Corbett 
Meadow is both in proximity to the community that it serves and not considered as an extensive tract 
of land.  
 
The site is local in character: 
  
The Corbett Meadow sits within the heart of “old Amblecote”, contributing significantly to the original 
character of the area. Each of Amblecote’s character areas are considered as having unique qualities 
which in turn provide ‘local distinctiveness’ to the different parts of the conservation area. Indeed 
Amblecote’s rich history in world renowned glass production, brick-making on a large scale and of 
course the well documented history about local philanthropist John Corbett (“The Salt King”) who 
granted the land to Amblecote provides a clear statement of what is regarded as special, intending to 
aid in the identification and retention of features that are important to the area. The document notes 
that the dramatic topography of The Corbett Meadow is notable as a key characteristic, including the 
mature trees, natural ponds and the meadow itself, which rises up a steeply rising embankment. 
These features are considered as making a positive contribution to the special interest for which the 
area was designated. The area including the meadow is typical of that found in the Amblecote of 
yesteryear. The meadow paddock blends seamlessly with the local landscape, the allotments and 
recreational ground serving to effectively extend the large area of open green space.  



 
Need for local green space:  
 
Amblecote has no or very little natural open Green Space left.  This particular Green space is an 
ancient meadow, once part of The Hill Estate. Meadows such as the Corbett Meadow and its habitats 
are in decline and are now becoming rare countrywide. Adjacent to the meadow, there is a small open 
space amenity know as Dennis Park, this in itself has a wildlife habitat, but in real terms it is only a 
wildlife corridor with the small Coalbourne brook running through, with a further wetland area further 
along the brook, which has had some minor management work carried out recently.  This in itself 
would complement the meadow to create a wonderful nature reserve be it still on a small scale at 
some point in time in the future. 
  
The small park again is the size of a green corridor has been altered to provide two surfaced play areas 
for small and older children. It also includes a sports pitch area to accommodate the size of a football 
pitch and used as such.  Green Space is vital in this area as it is now considerably lacking in Amblecote. 
The rare Ancient Meadow is surrounded with extremely busy roads.  
 
To the South of the Meadow, Vicarage Road, once a rural lane, is now considered an A class Road. It 
still shows its rural features by its narrowness, starting from the junction off the A491 up to the 
recently renovated narrow Railway Bridge at the island into Hillfields Road bordering the Withymoor 
Estate.  
Vicarage Road is very narrow, especially adjacent to the meadow boundary with bends with poor 
visibility and at times dangerous, considering the amount and type of traffic it has to accommodate 
including heavy goods vehicles, which are often seen having to mount the pavement whilst passing 
oncoming traffic.  
 
Travelling Southwest onto the often gridlocked A491, there are plans for more houses on large areas, 
along that stretch of road adding to more traffic congestion and further congestion on the now busy 
Ring Road surrounding Stourbridge town centre.  Vehicles travelling North on the narrow Vicarage 
Road, including heavy goods vehicles, which have increased tremendously since The Merry Hill Centre 
became fully operational and Sainsbury’s supermarket on Withymore Estate having recently added an 
Argus outlet has added to this. 
Vicarage Road is location to many medical services, The Stourbridge Health and Social Care Centre this 
includes the large Three Villages Doctors surgery - and The Corbett Day Care Hospital, all extremely 
busy, again adding to traffic problems onto this narrow area of Vicarage Road and its surrounding 
roads. Often Emergency services have to use this stretch of road, which is another main throughway 
to Russell’s Hall Hospital in Dudley. At peak times, traffic is often queued on both sides making it 
virtually impossible for emergency vehicles to get through. Vicarage Road is also a main Bus route 
serving Merry Hill, Russell’s Hall Hospital, Dudley, Wrens Nest, Hawbush, Brierley Hill, Wollaston, and 
Kinver. These vehicles are both single and double-decker buses. These create congestion at stopping 
points and road junctions (e.g. into Church Avenue). Other service vehicles are School buses, Coaches 
and Taxis. Voluntary services such as Ring and Ride and delivery vehicles find Vicarage Road extremely 
difficult as a drop off point. 
 
Amblecote and its neighbouring village of Withymoor has an important industrial history, once an area 
of agriculture, but importantly mining was its main industry, this included fireclay to serve our 
glassmaking and brickmaking industry.  Coal mining was also a major industry, when deep coal mining 
was exhausted in the area of Amblecote and Withymoor, it turned to opencast mining where the 
remaining coal was taken in the late 1960s, that ceased in the late 1970s. The whole landscape again 
was changed and during the 1980/90s it became Lakeside and Withymoor housing estate, built on top 
of the old mine workings. This large housing estate increased the local population rapidly, this 
required anther school to be built, St. Peters Hill.  
 



There are pockets of open space on Lakeside and Withymoor, but created on old reclaimed mining 
land. This makes the Corbett Meadow in Amblecote extremely unique; as it has remained relatively 
untouched, it is the last part of old Amblecote left today. Just prior to the time of the vast 
development of Withymoor, fields known as the Clockfields near to The Corbett Meadow where 
developed, and the first phase of the development became Trinity Road Estate. The Clockfields held a 
vast amount of wildlife that had become victim to high-density development. By the 1990s the whole 
of the Clockfields development was completed another huge rise in the vicinities population.  
 
Parts of the subsidiary roads West of the Trinity Road Estate are adjacent to the Corbett meadow only 
separated by fencing and a public right of way.  The public Right of Way off Vicarage Road follows the 
boundary fence line of the Corbett Meadow, joining the sports pitch and continues onto the Green 
Corridor of Dennis Park. If you stay left along the Corbett Meadow Fence boundary, you then continue 
along the public right of way with the Allotment site on the right, to finally join the busy A491 onto the 
High Street Amblecote. As a pedestrian, this right of way is a welcome relief from the very busy traffic 
and highly built up areas of Vicarage Road and The High Street Amblecote.  
 
Although The Meadow has no public access it plays a vital role in the health and well being and the 
quality of life of residents and anyone who wishes to get away from the nightmare of traffic fumes, 
concrete and find a bit peace and quiet. 
 
The National Health Service advocates the crucial need for Green Open Spaces, for the health and well 
being of the nation, especially in today’s climate where mental health issues are presently at an all 
time high, places such as the rare Corbett Meadow, within such a built up area is vital to be retained. 
 
 Quote from The Independent: “Green spaces reduce the health gap between rich and poor”.  
 
Inside Ecology Magazine reported on 30th April 2018:  Natural England surveys estimate that in the 
50 years from 1930 – 1980 over 97% of the ancient meadowland in the UK was lost, and as 
little as 75000ha remained intact in 2010. Meadows form crucial habitats – a single healthy 
meadow can be home to over 100 species of wild flowers and grasses, not to mention the 
array of wildlife that live and feed from it. Everything from insects to small mammals and birds 
will benefit from the formation of new habitats, wild flower meadows not only house but also 
feed a huge variety of creatures. 
 
Meadows are amazing things; plain grassy meadows are great for voles, small mammals and 
invertebrates, which has a knock-on effect by providing food for larger animals and birds. If 
you can inject floral diversity, you will be providing a multi-level food supply and by adding as 
many native wildflowers as you can within your meadow, you’re providing nectar and pollen 
for butterflies, hover flies, bumblebees, solitary bees (UK native solitary bees are under a 
greater threat than their more well-known cousins the honey and bumblebee) and more. 
Flowers will encourage pollinators and more insects, which means more food for birds and 
bats. Meadows are incredible – the more native plant species the more specialist invertebrates 
and vertebrates you attract. The decline in wildflower meadows over the last 50 years has 
meant that this diverse and valuable ecosystem, which is home to so many, is disappearing.  

In summary, the protection of amenity space within and on the edges of conservation areas is 
considered as a principle issue furthermore the National Planning Policy Framework identifies the 
need to assess opportunities for new provision of open spaces (paragraph 96). The Local Green Space 
Designation, in conjunction with the registering of the site as an Asset of Community Value, would 



offer the opportunity for the community to organise to purchase the land should it be offered for sale 
in the future.  
 
There is a real opportunity for this site to become a true asset to the community and to facilitate 
schemes where locals can come together to enhance the natural environment. These designations 
would ultimately ensure that the beauty and tranquillity of this place could benefit the community to 
a greater degree than it does now, promoting a sense of ownership within the community whilst 
fostering improved understanding of the importance of preserving special character.  
 



Barriers to the local community accessing the site from their homes:  
 
The land is owned by Dudley Group of Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust and as such is “Private Land” so 
other than the two brothers who have been allowed grazing rights the community cannot legally 
access the site and it serves as no ‘right of way’. The designation of the land as a Local Green Space 
would not require access to be gained to the site beyond what is currently established as the main 
amenities can be enjoyed without any such access.  
 
Additional local benefit gained by designation as a Local Green Space and registration as an Asset of 
Community Value: 
  
Different types of designations are intended to achieve different purposes. One of the main purposes 
of green belt land is to prevent urban sprawl, there is no requirement under the policy for the land to 
be of any value. In fact, it is possible for green belt land to possess no inherent natural beauty, 
ecological value or agricultural purpose as the environmental value of individual parcels of green belt 
land is not the policies prime concern (CampaigntoProtectRuralEngland.org.uk). Green belts do not 
recognise the landscape quality or community value of land and do not preclude all development. 
Therefore, the inclusion of the land within the green belt does not in itself recognise the value of that 
parcel of land, aesthetically, ecologically or to the community.  
 
We therefore believe that the Local Green Space Designation will act to demonstrate the significance 
of this parcel of land to local people, something that inclusion within the green belt simply doesn’t 
recognise. This view is acknowledged within the Planning Practice Guidance published for “Open 
space, sports and recreation facilities, public rights of way and local green space” which suggests that 
the benefit of this designation in areas where protection from development is the norm, but where 
there could be exceptions, is that the Local Green Space Designation could help to identify areas that 
are of particular importance to the local community. Local Green Space Designation could recognise 
and protect the community value of the Corbett Meadow within an urban area and adjacent to 
housing development.  
 
Furthermore, the inclusion of The Corbett Meadow within the conservation or the presence of tree 
protection orders on site again, do not preclude new development. In this instance, once again Local 
Green Space Designation is useful in identifying the land as of value to the community and offering 
additional protections to make this value clear. We understand that the registration of a space as an 
Asset of Community Value and designation as a Local Green Space are material planning 
considerations, with these designations capable of providing stronger and more specific protection. 
Local Green Space Designation, for example, may have a use in protecting this important green space 
from infill development, where the community consider it to be inappropriate.  
 
Other areas benefit from policies such as ‘Important Open or Wooded Areas’ (such as North Dorset), 
whereby open or wooded areas of land considered as contributing significantly to the amenity and 
character of settlements are designated to afford protection from the pressure of infill development. 
This policy is considered as according with the general principles of Local Green Space Designation. We 
feel that such policies provide an important opportunity for communities to have a say and to guide 
development away from areas of demonstrable importance to them. Designating this land could also 
further compliment green belt purposes in assisting in urban regeneration through the 
encouragement of the repurposing of land considered as having a negative impact upon the 
conservation area.  
 



Evidence to show the green area “holds a particular local significance, for example because of its 
BEAUTY”  
 

The Corbett Meadow is a parcel of land of unquestionable visual attractiveness as evidenced by 
the recent photographs, making a significant contribution to the rural character of the area and 
acting as an integral focal point. The Meadow could be considered as both an irreplaceable natural 
and heritage asset within the Dudley borough is now surrounded on 3 sides by residential 
development and has the advantage of being on a hilltop location with views over Amblecote 
towards Brierley Hill and Audnam. It has undoubted rural qualities, rolling meadowland with 
wildflowers in abundance all surrounded by mature trees. The landscape setting of The Corbett 
Meadow is very important. This land represents a part of the only significant expanse of green 
space in Amblecote and contributes significantly to retaining the character of what was once a 
small village under the jurisdiction of the Enville Estate. The Meadow sits at the heart of this 
locality, demonstrating many, if not all the above key positives, supporting the areas sense of 
place, local identity and distinctiveness. The beauty of this land contributes to the quality of life 
and amenities of locals as the population of Amblecote has more than trebled over the last fifty 
years. The area now lacks any substantial NATURAL green open space. Small pockets of OPEN 
SPACE are available, the majority barren and formed on top of mining areas, these are used for 
leisure.  

 

 
 
. Photograph taken by an Amblecote History Society member (Graham Beckley, local photographer and 
author of “Our Stour”) to show The Meadow in the centre. The important view can be found extending 

from the gate shown, up towards the canopy of the trees. 
 
  
The trees in the meadow have a blanket Tree Preservation Order (TPO) on them, many are possibly 
veteran/ancient trees which gives them similar status as ancient woodland in the national planning 
policy framework which deems them as not to be removed and requiring a 15m root buffer zone as a 
minimum (see attached survey). The same trees also have bat roost features awaiting a full bat survey 
with a detector when the warmer weather sets in. If there are roosts in any of the trees then they get 
absolute legal protection and cannot be damaged or disturbed in any way, ignorance is no 
excuse/defence in European law.  The site has approximately 100 trees with Tree Preservation Orders 
to include native species such as Common Hawthorn 19 are of Veteran/Ancient age, these notable 



trees also include one Black Poplar species Common Lime, (non native) Horse Chestnut (See Appendix 
2) Native trees include Beech, Sycamore, Holly, Silver Birch, Hazel Whitebeam, Willow and Elder. 
The veteran / ancient trees are considered as making a major contribution to the character of the 
conservation area, providing structure and interest to the landscape. 
Along the Eastern boundary of the meadow, the tree cover within the meadow conceals the roads and 
buildings. Wooded areas such as this act to enhance its rural qualities by providing a sense of 
enclosure in a built up urban area. 
 
 
 

Photograph taken by Amblecote History Society member Helen Cook 
showing a Vintage / Ancient Common Hawthorne Tree one of nineteen trees. 

 
It is widely recognised that “England’s woodlands and veteran/ancient trees represent a living cultural 
heritage, a natural equivalent to our great churches and castles” (Keepers of Time, 2005) and are  
highly valued by locals and visitors alike as places of tranquillity and inspiration. “Veteran trees can be 
hundreds of years old, provide irreplaceable habitats for many different species and are a part of our 
landscape heritage”.(Forestry Commission, 2014).  
  
 
 



The trees can evoke a ‘sense of fascination and awe’, while natural green spaces located close to local 
people provide a range of social, environmental and economic benefits including improved mental 
health, improved community cohesion and sense of belonging, more attractive places to live and visit 
as well as enhanced opportunities for wildlife habitats. In fact, studies have demonstrated that beauty 
affects our daily happiness (Leyden et al., 2011) with aesthetic environments improving our wellbeing, 
behaviour, cognitive function and mood (Rautio et al., 2017), demonstrating a relationship between 
nature and the environment with pleasant emotions in humans (Bastami et al., 2016).  
 
Furthermore, The State of Nature Report (2016) concluded that the health benefits of living with a 
view of green space are worth up to £300 per person per year because simply looking at nature lifts 
people’s spirits, according to scientific research. Unfortunately, these benefits are rarely considered 
when decisions are made about granting permission for building and other development.  
 

 
Photograph taken by Amblecote History Society member Helen Cook 

showing a Vintage / Ancient Poplar species. 
 
Wooded areas act to enhance its rural qualities by providing a sense of enclosure in a built up urban 
area. 
This would apply to the Common Lime trees along the short boundary post and rail fence South of the 
Meadow. The line of six maturing Lime trees enhance a small part of the roadside footpath by the 
extremely busy Vicarage Road - they would now be classed as ‘street trees’ 
 



The term ‘street trees’ is often used in the literature to mean all trees within urban areas and not just 
those lining streets. This study focuses on trees in urban areas because this is where the majority of 
population lives, and is probably where most health benefits are experienced. 
 
A literature review was commissioned to assess economic evidence on the health benefits provided by 
street trees1. This will feed into research on climate change adaptation planned by Forest Research 
and help inform the countries on existing evidence relevant to health objectives in their respective 
forest strategies and other research. Focusing upon the role of street trees in moderating the climate 
and environment of urban areas, the following benefits were considered: 
 reducing air pollution, 
 providing an environment conducive to physical activities, 
 reducing stress and improving mental health, 
 reducing noise levels, 
 cooling air in summer by giving shade (including associated savings to the National Health Service 
(NHS) from avoided heat stroke), 
 reducing ultraviolet radiation through shading (including associated savings to the NHS from avoided 
skin cancer), 
 reducing wind speeds in winter thereby reducing heat loss from buildings. 
(Urban forest Social and Economic research group (SERG) (2011) Health Benefits of Street Trees. 
 



Evidence to show that the green area “holds a particular local significance, for example because of 
its WILDLIFE”.  
 
Britain remains one of the least wooded countries in Europe and unfortunately these areas remain 
under threat, with woodland birds and butterflies continuing their long-term declines (The Wildlife 
Trusts). Development continues to be a main contributor to these declines, and this is often 
unnecessarily so. As stated above, the Corbett Meadow is home to a significant number of native 
veteran and possibly ancient trees, considered as forming Britain’s richest and most diverse habitat. 
Few truly native woods survive today, and the area covered by this habitat is decreasing. Such areas of 
woodland define the landscape and are of significant ecological importance, providing potential 
homes for thousands of species, including rare fungi, plants, invertebrates, lichen, birds and mammals. 
Many of the fauna and fungal bodies found in these habitats are only associated with long periods of 
continuity (ForestResearch.gov.uk), while the structural complexity of the trees provides many habitat 
niches that simply do not co-exist on younger specimens.  
 
The meadow includes natural two ponds, a habitat that is very much in decline, these sustain a 
healthy amphibian population, providing a breeding area for an enormous common toad population, 
especially the pond South East of the meadow, which is significant as they are in rapid decline and are 
a priority species on the national and local biodiversity action plans.  
 
 
 

 
 

Photograph taken by Amblecote History Society member Helen Cook 
Toad and Frog Spawn taken May 2019 Pond SE of The Corbett Meadow 

 
In 1992, Ray Buckland of the Birmingham and Black Country Amphibian Society surveyed both ponds. 
The result of that survey was that he had never recorded so many Frogs, possibly up to 4,000 during 
that time.  
There is a possibility that the Great Crested Newt recorded in the 1950’s have returned to the larger 
lower pond one was observed by a local resident during 2000. Another concise survey on both Ponds 
would be helpful, at the correct time to confirm this, being that the Great Crested Newt is a protected 
species. 
The Ponds are also priority habitat, any works would likely have to retain both ponds, the South 
Eastern Pond seems to be favoured as a Toad breeding pond. Both ponds would need enhancement 
works carried out to protect the natural habitat. The ponds support two species of Newts - the 
Smooth newt and Palmate newt also Frogs, Toads and a possibility of a return of the Great Created 
Newt. The pond habitat is a further source of food for a frequent visitor to the pond, the larger pond 
in the meadow attracts the Grey Heron in March 2019 a Little Egret was a first sighting for Amblecote.  



Little Egrets are now a common sight around the coasts of Southern England and Wales and they are 
expanding their range further North, possibly due to average warmer temperatures and climate 
change:  See picture below. 

 

 
Photograph’s taken by Amblecote History Society member Helen Cook 

(Right) Picture Lower Pond North of the Meadow (Left) Picture Pond S.E. of the Corbett Meadow 
 

Both Natural Ponds support marginal water flora and and water plants (see Botanical Survey) all of 
these sustain many pondlife insects including Damselfly and Dragonfly. The ponds and flora are 
important for these insects to lay their eggs. The ponds also attract other animals and birds as part of 
the food chain such as the Swallow, House Martin and especially the declining Swift that returns to the 
Amblecote area to breed and fly over the Meadow area and Ponds to feed. The muddy edges of both 
ponds also provide the structure for nests for breeding birds in the area. The ponds also act as a 
drinking area for small mammals that live within the meadow such as Mice, Voles and Common Shrew 
and mammals such as the Badger and Fox both animals are present within the meadow, or can 
regularly be seen passing through. 
 
Britain’s ponds were once a major feature in our rural landscape are vanishing, many date back to a 
thousand years or more. These two ponds are a rarity within a built up urban landscape. A million over 
the last centuary have been filled in as pollution and development has taken over.  



Even to try and develop around the two Corbett Meadow ponds, a building site will eventualy 
potentially, pollute and most possibly destroy a valuable ecological asset. 
 

The Telegraph News & Science 12th March 2019 
“Householders are being urged to dig ponds in their gardens or fill washing up bowls with water, to 
help stem the decline in frogs, newts and hedgehogs”. 

The Wildlife Trusts and Royal Horticultural Society are concerned that the disappearance of ponds is 
damaging wildlife. Recent figures from the RSPB showed frog sightings have fallen by 15 per cent 
while toads have declined 28 per cent since 2014. 

Ponds are a vital habitats and water sources for amphibians and small mammals but housebuilders 
now rarely include them in garden designs, and the number of municipal ponds has halved from one 
million to 500,000 in the past 150 years. 

GRASSLAND 
 
The grassland is significant, as it has never been used for anything other than grazing, so it is 
unimproved grassland, (see botany survey) which would put it amongst the rarest in the 
country.  Sites have been given SSSI status for unimproved grassland (illey fields).  
  
The sweeping Grassland and topography of the site is spectacular and adds massively to the Bio 
diversity of the area and would complement the adjacent park amenity, the wildlife corridor of the 
Coalbourne Brook and the pond and wetland habitat within the meadow. The Grassland area provides 
a breeding area to many insects, Butterflies and Moths (see Butterfly & Moth survey Appendix 4 & 5) 
and in turn is a vast food provider in the ecological food chain.  
 
  

 
Photograph taken by Amblecote History Society member Helen Cook 

The Corbett Meadow Grassland 
 
 
 



BUTTERFLY AND MOTH SURVEY provided by local residents Allan and Jo Nolan:- volunteers for 
Butterfly Conservation, Members of the Butterfly Conservation Trust, members of the Amateur 
Entomologists Society, The British Entomological and Natural History Society and the Staffordshire 
Wildlife Trust. Appendix 4 & 5. 
 

 
    COMMA - PHOTOGRAPH LOCAL RESIDENT                               COMMON BLUE 

 
The meadow contains traditional grassland species and meadow flora (see flora survey Appendix 1). It 
provides cover for small mammals, which bring in raptors such as Buzzard, Kestrel and Sparrow Hawk. 
At night Tawny owls are regularly vocal. On the Eastern bank Blue bells grow on the edges amongst 
the wooded area, a sign of ancient woodland. 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
Photographs taken by Amblecote History Society member Helen Cook 

The Corbett Meadow Grassland 
 

Conservation 

Flower-rich lowland meadows and pastures were once a feature of every farm, but only a tiny fraction 
remains today. Much of the loss has been recent (97% since 1935) and is attributed to changes in 
farming, including the use of artificial fertilisers, changes in cutting regimes (with a move from 
summer hay to earlier silage cutting) and drainage, as well as gravel extraction and abandonment. 
Conservationists were perhaps slow off the mark to recognise the value of the habitat and its plight, 
and even now only about half receives legal protection. Much is privately owned, and conservation 
efforts currently centre around restoration and recreation projects and the provision of advice and 
information to landowners.   



 
Photograph taken by Amblecote History Society member Helen Cook 

The Corbett Meadow Grassland 
 

Reference the findings of the botanical survey done for the British Botanical Society in 2014. Appendix 
1 
 
MAMMALS 
 
SMALL MAMMALS 
 
The meadow grassland sustains a variety of small common mammals such as the Field Vole, Common 
Shrew and Field Mouse, an important food source for birds such as the Buzzard, Kestrel and Tawny 
Owl that are commonly seen and heard within the meadow. 
        

 
                                    FIELD MOUSE             TAWNY OWL 
 
 
HEDGEHOG 
 
Hedgehogs over the last ten years are now less frequently seen in the Amblecote area due to more 
roads with increased traffic with more high-density housing with less garden space area. But once 
seen more regularly within the meadow and the surrounding older build houses with larger gardens 
which are more suitable for them. The most likely way to see a hedgehog today, they are usually 
victims of road kill. But encouragingly we have had some local sightings recently; these sightings have 



been in adjacent places to the Corbett Meadow and are most welcome in the neighbouring 
allotments. The meadow and its wooded areas is a vital area to be retained, because it is well 
documented that hedgehogs are becoming endangered and loss of habitats such as this is vital to their 
existence. 
 

 
 
 
 
Hedgehogs are struggling. Their numbers have fallen below one million in the UK - down by 30% in just 
over ten years. 
 
Conservation status: Protected in the UK under the Wildlife and Countryside Act, 1981.  

Priority Species, under the UK Post-2010 Biodiversity Framework.  

It has been suggested that as much as 30% of the UK hedgehog population has been lost since 2002 
alone (WoodlandTrust.org.uk). Within developed areas there are concerns that a growing preference 
for low maintenance gardens with little plant cover is depriving hedgehogs of both food and shelter. 
Further to this the loss of hedgerows and suitable woodland habitat poses a significant threat as the 
animals rely upon many environmental features (such as fallen leaves to make their nests) if they are 
to survive. In many places gardens and incidental green spaces have been converted into buildings and 
hard standing which has led to creeping, but large-scale, reductions in the naturalness of the 
landscape. This in turn is having an impact on our beloved wildlife species. Continued development in 
this way is not sustainable for wildlife, wild places, the character of our neighbourhood and the people 
that live there.  
 
BATS 
 
The Pipistrelle Bat is Britain’s smallest bat, it is a familiar sight in and around the Corbett Meadow, 
flitting around the trees on warm summer evenings, at dusk feeding on the insects that the whole of 
the meadow biodiversity offers. Having observed the bats there is another species, a much larger bat 
than the Pipistrelle, which I am sure that the recent Bat survey’s that were undertaken will have 
recorded. The first one was in August 2016, I was also in the vicinity of the meadow watching at least 
two species feeding, whilst at least three ecologists with bat detectors on various parts of the meadow 
were surveying.  Another survey was carried out in May 2019 by further professional ecological 
company by leaving detection software on the meadow for a few days. Conditions did not seem so 
good during this time of the year, with recent cooler night temperatures. With the very old gnarled 
trees on the Meadow, there are potentially twenty plus trees classified as veteran to ancient (these 
need to be verified) and there is a very strong possibility that the bats are roosting within these old 
trees. 
  



 
Pipistrelle Bat - Picture National Trust  

 
Bat Conservation Trust:  Sadly, many bat species around the world are vulnerable or endangered due 
to factors ranging from loss and fragmentation of habitat, diminished food supply, destruction of 
roosts, disease and hunting or killing of bats. 
 
In the UK, bat populations have declined considerably over the last century. Bats are still under threat 
from building and development work that affects roosts, loss of habitat, the severing of commuting 
routes by roads and threats in the home including cat attacks, flypaper and some chemical treatments 
of building materials. Other potential threats can include wind turbines and lighting if they are sited on 
key bat habitat on near roosts. 

LARGE MAMMALS 
 
FOX 
 
The larger mammals, the Fox and Badger are resident on the Meadow. Fox earths are to be found on 
the Meadow. The pictures below show the Vixen, recently photographed by a resident by the 
Meadow and shortly after with her cubs. We know the urban Fox is now very common, but this sight 
has given great delight and enormous pleasure to those residents who live by the Meadow, providing 
‘real life’ educational value to youngsters about the natural world, which today is sadly lacking on a 
local level. 
 

 
PHOTOGRAPH’S BY A LOCAL RESIDENT VIXEN & CUBS - TAKEN IN THEIR GARDEN 

 
 
 
 
 



BADGER 
 
On the Meadow there are at least two large Badger setts one on the NW boundary of the Meadow 
and also on the East Bank of the Meadow, there is much evidence of other setts, possibly outlying 
setts, on the East side, with signs of immense Badger activity, specifically within the post and wire 
fenced copses of dense undergrowth, an ideal habitat. 
 
Badgers are protected and so are the setts (burrows) they live in. Under the Protection of Badgers Act 
1992, in England and Wales (the law is different in Scotland) it is an offence to: wilfully kill, injure or 
take a badger (or attempt to do so). 

 
BADGER SETT ON THE EAST OF THE MEADOW 

 
BIRDS Appendix 3. 

Amblecote has seen a rapid decline in certain species of birds, which were often seen and heard in the 
1960s in Amblecote. Many have been nationally in decline for the same reasons as Amblecote, 
through loss of natural habitats such as hedgerows and fields, given up to industrial and high-density 
housing development.  

The meadow biodiversity offers a tremendous source of sustenance for many birds whether they are 
resident or passing through. Many of the Birds on the list are not resident, but it is the food within the 
meadow biodiversity that sustains these birds observed on our list. This attracts birds passing through 
just to feed and rest. One being the Swift, a migrant, which arrives in May, breeds and leaves in 
August. Swifts feed on the wing and can be seen regularly over the meadow area, skimming the 
ponds. We believe the meadow is a vital source of food, which attracts them here on a regular basis.  

Wildlife Trusts Conservation status – SWIFTS: Classified in the UK as Amber under the Birds of 
Conservation Concern 4: the Red List for Birds (2015). 

 

 

 

 

 

 





For more information about the Birds that are seen in and around the Corbett Meadow 

See bird observation list, compiled by local residents who have interested knowledge.  

Contact Helen Cook – R.S.P.B. Member of Wild Fowl and Wetland Trust Member. 

Contact Allan and Jo Nolan - Volunteers for the Staffordshire Wildlife Trust on Highgate Common, 
currently working on Breeding Bird surveys. 

SUMMARY 
 
The importance of this unique, in the local area, wildlife habitat, broadly described below cannot be 
underestimated.  
 

a) Two natural ponds supporting pond life, amphibians – Frogs, Toads now on the 
decline two species of Newts and possibly the Great Crested Newt, and pond flora. 
Ponds such as these are now becoming rare. 
 
(b) Wetland area attracts certain species of birds and wetland plants. 
 
(c) The Meadow flora supports a vast amount of insects including Bees,  
       Butterflies, all are in decline. 
 
(d) The meadow holds a strong Badger and Fox population. As far as legal protection 
goes there are badgers literally everywhere on the site.  We have access to a map of 
sett locations numbering 7 known in total.  
  
(e) The whole topography of the site is stunning, with undulating Grassland. Includes a 
mix of meadow grass species. This supports small Mammals, a food source for 
Buzzard, Kestrel, Sparrow Hawk and Tawny Owl, are frequently seen and heard. Some 
visiting birds are now on the RSPB decline list one being the Swift a summer visitor to 
Amblecote along with Swallows.  
During the winter, flocks of Starlings, another bird on the decline list. Redwings and 
Fieldfare also feed on the Grassland. 

(f) At least two species of bat feed and potentially roost in the older trees. 

(d) The trees are of an age to be Veteren to Ancient, especially the line of Hawthorn on 
the East bank, another habitat in itself. 

Furthermore, this ancient meadow shares many features with precious wood pasture, a diverse 
habitat supporting rich communities of species and with lowland mixed deciduous woodland (both 
priority habitats in the UK Post 2010 Biodiversity Framework). Many notable, and even some rare 
species, rely upon lightly grazed ground flora within such mosaic habitats, as well as the shelter and 
structure that open woodland provides. The continuity and greater longevity of individual trees and 
habitat structure allows for more diverse tree growth forms that in turn create a wider variety of 
niches and microhabitats such as large diameter hollows in trees, rot holes and ageing bark that 
provide for a range of specialised invertebrates, lichen and fungi (WoodlandTrust.org.uk). These 
habitats allow for increased light levels when compared to other woodlands, providing unique 
opportunities for wildlife, (e.g. increased numbers of sun-loving insects due to improved larval 
development within sunlit trees) which are lost in closed canopy and shady woods. The Meadow can 
provide suitable habitat for species such as grass snakes, timid animals most frequently seen at the 
edge of woods (particularly those with an open structure), who particularly enjoy basking in openings 
in woodland that allow direct sunlight to reach the ground and where cover can be found nearby.  



The whole of the Meadow is a food source to sustain wildlife, whether it is living on the site or passing 
through, especially in an environment where we are drastically losing these perfect habitats that are 
so important. The Meadow provides an opportunity to connect with nature and a sense of well-being 
for those who have the privilege to enjoy it, in a time when more and more people live their lives with 
little or no contact with nature (The Wildlife Trusts – Homes for People and Wildlife). Currently, 
residents report enjoying the presence of several species (See resident’s letters) who rely on this 
irreplaceable habitat and are subject to varying levels of protection. For example, local residents 
frequently describe enjoying the sound of owls at night. Research has shown that woodland birds have 
suffered some of the biggest declines in recent years and our owls are no exception. The resident owls 
are Tawny Owls who currently possess an amber UK conservation status. The RSPB reports that these 
owls exist within established pairs and are highly territorial, rarely if ever leaving their territories, 
therefore the loss of their woodland habitat is considered as a key conservation issue. These beautiful 
birds rely on tree hollows within the veteran trees on site for nesting and depend heavily upon field 
voles and other small mammals for prey. The combination of the copse and open grass provide for 
both the owl’s nesting and hunting requirements, especially considering that a field (if left unmanaged 
for six months or more) can soon be populated by thousands of small mammals, offering a rich source 
of food for birds of prey.  
 
Furthermore, there are many locals who report the presence of a badger sett in the meadow. The sett 
is active as locals have seen the badgers at night and there is plenty of evidence at the allotments 
where they explore for food. The Meadow is in fact the ideal badger habitat, mixing both woodland 
and open spaces. Badgers tend to locate their setts within the shelter of the woodland and emerge at 
night to forage in their favoured areas, fields such as this one. Although the setts may now have 
moved to deeper within the meadow, these extremely wary animals may well still rely upon this 
crucial space when foraging for their staple diet of earthworms.  



We believe that this parcel of land provides a much-needed wildlife corridor, linking up the similar 
adjoining habitats of the allotments, recreational field and nearby Coalbourne Brook as well as the 
River Stour and Stourbridge Canal arm, allowing for the movement of these woodland species (who 
are often not very mobile), where habitat fragmentation and development remain as constant 
pressures on their populations. Gov.uk cites activities that can be harmful to wild birds as the 
trimming or cutting of trees, bushes, hedges and rough vegetation as well as renovating, converting or 
demolishing a building or otherwise creating a disturbance for example through noise, lighting and 
vibration. Furthermore, the Royal Horticultural Society acknowledge that the negative impact that 
lighting can have upon wildlife is often overlooked, however evidence suggests that all forms of 
artificial lighting can impact upon wildlife, disrupting natural behaviour. For example, many bat 
species will avoid lit areas altogether, while garden birds can be disturbed from sleep by sudden 
lighting. Often, light pollution from inappropriately positioned security lighting is the worst culprit. It is 
therefore of crucial importance to retain dark spaces such as the Corbett Meadow within developed 
areas, and policies should aim to limit the impact of light pollution from artificial light on local 
amenity, intrinsically dark landscapes and nature conservation (National Planning Policy Framework 
paragraph 180 section c).  
The importance of this environment is clear and as per the Natural Environment and Rural 
Communities Act (2006) the effects of any planning proposals upon species and habitats listed as 
priorities in national, regional and local biodiversity action plans should be taken into account (even 
when these may not all be afforded legal protection), while species of conservation priority and their 
habitat are protected from the adverse effects of development. Furthermore Regulation 39 of the 
Habitats and Species Regulations (2010) seeks to encourage the management of features of the 
landscape that are of major importance for wild flora and fauna, including hedgerows and small 
woods, where they may assist in migration and dispersal of plants and animals. Dudley MBC’s Local 
Plan states that existing wildlife sites need to be protected and that the wildlife habitats and ecological 
networks in this high density housing area in Amblecote will receive this continued protection. Our 
natural environment is finite and sites such as this serve as remnants of a rich past and are essential to 
our future. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Evidence to show that the green area “holds a particular local significance, for example, because of 
its TRANQUILITY”.  
 
In the broadest terms, Dudley Borough is still generally considered as a predominantly urban 
environment with a range of small industries and commercial business operating in a once focus of 
heavier industry (e.g. Round Oak Steelworks), so this particularly tranquil and quite unique area, is 
essential to Amblecote as it is the last untouched open space yet surrounded by buildings and busy 
roads.  
 
At certain times of the day the area surrounding The Meadow can become quite hectic, with cars 
jostling for space so that parents can drop off or collect their children, or even sometimes at weekends 
or bank holidays with people visiting local events. The roads on both sides are well used for access to 
the Merry Hill shopping centre, medical centres and schools as well as for general commuting. 
Amongst all of this The Meadow remains as a constant feature within the landscape, with its scenery 
unchanged except for the influence of the seasons. Despite any of the hustle and bustle that can 
surround the area, the meadow provides solace from this, with local residents and passers by noting 
the calming influence that this tranquil space has on their emotions and wellbeing. Both residents and 
visitors alike have been noted in the past as enjoying the horses on the site, taking a moment to 
savour their soothing company and perhaps share a tasty morsel with them. The sound of cattle is a 
rare yet enjoyable, pleasing experience to be heard in this environment. Although the land is only 
used for the keeping of a few horses and cattle, many have benefited from the additional tranquillity 
this has afforded, as the site has required less maintenance and has been much less attended as a 
result. Paragraph 180b of the National Planning Policy Framework indeed recognises the importance 
of the identification and protection of tranquil areas that have remained relatively undisturbed by 
noise and are prized for their amenity value for this reason. 



Evidence to show that the green area “holds a particular local significance, for example, because of 
its HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE”.  
 
John Corbett, a rich, respected philanthropist generously gave money to local causes in Amblecote 
and surrounding villages. John Corbett, son of a canal boat carrier, Joseph Corbett, was born in a 
modest two bedroomed cottage at The Delph, Brierley Hill on June 12th, 1817.  He was sent to school 
at the age of five but left at the age of eleven to join his father Joseph in the canal carrying business.   
In 1840 he went as an apprentice to William Lester, Chief Engineer for Messrs Hunt and Brown of The 
Leys Ironworks, Brierley Hill. After seven years he left to become a partner with his father in the canal 
carrying business now known as Joseph Corbett and Son. 
 
He will forever be linked with salt but did not make his fortune through salt alone. He had already 
illustrated his business acumen by investing in many properties and agricultural land before he made 
the risky decision to go into salt production at Stoke Prior, near Droitwich. 
 
John Corbett amassed a huge fortune and became known as one of the most generous philanthropists 
of his time. He never forgot where he came from and was a substantial benefactor to the Brierley Hill 
area, supporting many charities and St. Michael’s Church Brierley Hill. In 1892 In Amblecote he 
purchased a mansion known as ‘The Hill’ estate to be converted into a hospital. ‘The Hill’ had stood 
empty and dilapidated for some years, along with its 32 acres of grounds for £6500 and after adding a 
further £5000 to restore and convert the buildings it became the Corbett hospital. He presented both 
to a board of trustees for the funding of the Corbett Hospital to cater for the local poor people of 
Stourbridge, Brierley Hill, Kingswinford, Wordsley, Brockmoor, Quarry Bank, Amblecote, Delph, 
Wollaston, Upperswinford, Pedmore, Hagley, Lye and Wollescote.  

 

 

Corbett Hospital opening on 31st July 1893 



John Corbett purchased the ‘The Hill’ estate solely with the intention of the land to be used for 
medical purposes, for the people of Stourbridge and the surrounding areas. It states in the 
Constitution and Bye- Laws (page 5)  

The gardens and grounds belonging to the hospital may in the discretion of the Trustees be used for 
the purposes of a PUBLIC PARK, subject nevertheless to such Rules and regulations as may from time 
to time be prescribed by the By-laws. 

This therefore raises “The Moral Question” of the future use of the land - certainly any residential 
development does not satisfy John Corbett’s legacy. 
 

 
 

Corbett Hospital 1903 
 



 
 

Rear of the Corbett Hospital showing the Bandstand paid for by John Corbett 
 

Following the demolition of the original building after it closed in 2005 after 112 years in use, the new 
building remains situated within the grounds of the original one, which was demolished in late 2007, 
John Corbett’s legacy is still fondly remembered and illustrated through artwork on the side of the 
Stourbridge Health and Social Centre and the Three Villages Medical Centre.  
 

 
 

Stourbridge Health and Social Centre - John Corbett Artwork by Borough artist Steve Field  
 
There are residents within the community who can remember when the land had significant 
recreational value to local people due to the holding of “The Corbett hospital Fete” which attracted 
thousands of visitors including national celebrities (e.g. Show jumper Harvey Smith) bringing an 
economic boost to the area. The fetes had a rural theme to them, attracting Horticultural and Flower 
Shows, Bird show. Many show people of the day took part in the Fete such as Acrobats, boxing, plate 



spinning, small fair ground rides, included were many side stalls. The grand finale of the day was the 
wonderful Firework display held on the Meadow, and as we see it today, from the elavated vista to 
the East, crowds of people gathered to watch this spectacle.  
It was the major event of the year on August Bank Holidays, when droves of people, walked for miles 
ascended upon the Meadow for the annual Fete. 
 
It is noted that during one annual Fete it was attended by 26,000 people, of course there was more 
open land on the estate available at that time. This must demonstrate historically how much 
community value the Meadow has and still does hold memories from people today, who have 
commented on Social media about these events. 
 
The land can be considered to be of historical significance currently due to the presence of the 
veteran/ancient trees on site, which represent an important historic landscape feature. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

The Gymkhana in the Corbett Hospital Meadow, at one of the annual Fetes during the 1950s 
 



 
 

The Meadow was used for other historic occasions, at one of the earlier fetes in 1905. The 
Advertisement illustrates what events were held in those early years at the Fete’s, including an 
historic Airship Flight. 
 

 
 

 
Corbett Hospital Fete Circa 1940s 





 
 
The life of local philanthropist John Corbett is well documented in a book “Pillar of Salt 1817-1901” 
(ISBN 978-0-9510463) written by local author Barbara Middlemass. 
 
The famous portrait of John Corbett is now hanging in the restaurant of the Corbett Day Centre 
Hospital, overlooks the beautiful tranquil setting of his Meadow; a place he would have loved, as he 
gave close attention to the natural landscape at Impney his home near Droitwich, where he opened 
his grounds annually for a picnic for the health and well-being of the people of that area in 
Worcestershire. It is fair to say he appreciated the natural world and enjoyed it immensely also in 
sharing it with local people, that were not so fortunate as himself. 
 

 

John Corbett - Portrait by Henry Tanworth Wells 1894 
Dudley Group of Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust. 

 
 

I hope it has been clearly demonstrated and evidenced in this document that the Corbett 
Meadow in Amblecote is worthy of a designation as Local Green Space. 

 
 

 

 



APPENDIX 3 

 

CORBETT HOSPITAL MEADOW BIRD SIGHTINGS AND SURROUNDING AREA  

RESIDENTS ALLAN AND JO NOLAN - Volunteers for the Staffordshire Wildlife Trust on Highgate 
Common, currently working on Breeding Bird surveys. 

RESIDENT HELEN COOK - R.S.P.B. member and W.W.T member 

 

1. Little egret rare/passing through Egreta garzetta 
2. Grey heron •   Ardea cinerea 
3. Mute swan   passing through  Cygnus Olor     
4. Greylag goose   passing through  Anser anser 
5. Canada goose •    Branta canadensis 
6. Mallard ♂/♀ •   Anus platyrhynchos     
7. Tufted duck ♂/♀ •   Aythya fuligula  
8. Peregrine  passing through  Falco peregrinus 
9. Kestrel ♂/♀  passing through  Falco tinnunculus 
10. Buzzard ♂/♀     •    Buteo buteo 
11. Sparrow hawk  •   Accipiter nisus 
12. Pheasant passing through  Phasianus colchicus 
13. Moorhen •    Gallinula chloropus 
14. Coot  •     Fulica atra 
15. Black-headed gull •   Larus ridibundus 
16. Lesser black-backed gull •  Larus fuscus   
17. Stock dove  rare   Columba oenas 
18. Woodpigeon •   Columba palumbus 
19. Collared dove •   Streptopelia decaocto 
20. Tawny owl  • passing through  Strix aluco 
21. Swift • migrant   Apus apus 
22. Green woodpecker •   Picus viridis 
23. Great spotted woodpecker ♂/♀ • Dendrocopus major 
24. Skylark   rare    Alauda arvensis 
25. Swallow  • migrant   Hirundo rustica 
26. House martin  • migrant  Delichon urbica 
27. Pied wagtail  •    Motacilla alba 
28. Wren •    Troglodytes troglodytes 
29. Dunnock  •    Prunella modularis 
30. Robin   •    Erithacus rubecula 
31. Blackbird  •    Turdus mercula 
32. Fieldfare  Winter   Turdus pilaris 
33. Song thrush •    Turdus philomelos 
34. Redwing      Winter   Turdus iliacus 



35. Mistle thrush •   Turdus viscivorus 
36. Blackcap ♂/♀ •   Sylvia atricapilla 
37. Chiffchaff   Spring/Summer  Phylloscopus collybita 
38. Goldcrest •    Regulus regulus 
39. Long-tailed tit •   Aegithalos caudatus 
40. Coal tit  •    Parus ater 
41. Blue tit  •    Parus caeruleus 
42. Great tit  •    Parus major 
43. Nuthatch  •    Sitta europaea 
44. Jay  •     Garrulus glandarius 
45. Magpie  •    Pica pica 
46. Rook passing through   Corvus frugilegus 
47. Carrion Crow  •   Corvus corone corone 
48. Starling  •    Sturnus vulgaris 
49. House sparrow  •   Passer domesticus   
50. Chaffinch ♂/♀ •   Fringilla coelebs  
51. Greenfinch  •    Carduelis chloris 
52. Goldfinch  •    Carduelis cardulis 
53. Siskin ♂/♀ Winter   Carduelis spinus 
54. Bullfinch ♂/♀ Rare   Pyrrhula pyrrhula 
55. Willow Warbler •   Phylloscopus trochilus 
56. Garden Warbler •   Sylvia borin 
57. Wheatear  passing through  Oenanthe oenanthe 
58. Jackdaw •    Corvus monedula 
59. Raven  passing through   Corvus corax 
60. Grey Wagtail •    Motacilla cinerea 
61. Treecreeper •    Certhia familiaris 
62. Linnet •    Carduelis cannabina 
63. Brambling Rare Winter   Fringilla montifringilla 
64. Waxwing Rare Winter   Bombycilla garrulous 
65. Lesser Black-backed Gull  Larius fuscus 

 

KEY TO ABOVE: 

RESIDENT BIRDS AND FREQUENT VISITORS  • 

MIGRANT • 
Breeding Birds Numbers 6,13,14,18,19,30,31,33,35,36,37,38,39.40.41,42,45,47,48,49,50,52. 
Possible Breeding Birds 10,20,21,22,23,27,43,44,51,54. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



APPENDIX 4 

 

CORBETT MEADOW - Butterfly Records 

BUTTERFLY AND MOTH SURVEY PROVIDED BY - local residents Allan and Jo Nolan:- volunteers for 
Butterfly conservation.  Members of the Butterfly Conservation Trust, members of the Amateur 
Entomologists Society, The British Entomological and Natural History Society and the Staffordshire 
Wildlife Trust. 
 
Hesperiidae 

Small Skipper   Thymelicus sylvestris 

Large Skipper   Ochlodes venata 

Pieridae 

Brimstone   Gonopteryx rhamni 

Large White   Pieris brassicae 

Small White   Pieris rapae 

Green-veined White  Pieris napi 

Orange-tip   Anthocharis cardamines 

Lycaenidae 

Purple Hairstreak  Neozephyrus quercus 

Small Copper   Lycaena phlaeas 

Common Blue   Polyommatus icarus 

Holly Blue   Celastrina argiolus 

Nymphalidae 

Red Admiral   Vanessa atalanta Migrant 

Painted Lady   Vanessa cardui  Migrant 

Peacock   Inachis io 

Comma    Polygonia c-album 

Satyrinae 

Speckled Wood   Pararge aegeria 

Gatekeeper/Hedge Brown Pyronia tithonus 

Meadow Brown   Maniola jurtina 

Small Heath   Coenonympha pamphilus 

Ringlet    Aphantopus hyperantus 

 




















