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Non Technical Summary 
Chris Seabridge & Associates Ltd. were commissioned by Mr and Mrs T Cox to carry out an 
extended Phase 1 Habitat Survey of land off Allens Lane, Pelsall. The survey focused on 
recorded habitat types, the potential presence of protected species and to assess the site for 
potential ecological constraints.  
 
The application site extends to 4.75 ha and comprises several grass paddocks currently let for 
grazing by horses. 
 
A variety of habitat types were identified, most notably three UK BAP priority habitats which 
are ‘coastal and floodplain grazing marsh’, ‘hedgerows’, and ‘ponds’ and as such are of national 
value.  On a local scale the semi-improved neutral grassland is a habitat in the Birmingham and 
Black Country BAP.   
 
No evidence of protected species were found during the survey, but there is potential for 
species that have historically been recorded in the vicinity to occupy suitable habitat on site. 
Protected species include great crested newt, water vole and nesting birds. In addition several 
local and UK BAP and conservation concern species have been recorded on site including 
house sparrow, starling, reed bunting and bluebells.  
 
It is proposed to include the most important areas of ecological interest within a nature reserve 
which will occupy approximately a third of the site. Enhancement and management of the 
floodplain/ semi-improved neutral grassland, pond and hedgerows are described. 
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1 Introduction 

1.1 Terms of reference 

Chris Seabridge & Associates Ltd. were commissioned by the owners, Mr & Mrs Cox of 
Maple Court, Lichfield to undertake an Ecological Assessment of land off Allen Lane, 
Pelsall (Grid reference SK 016028). 
 
The purpose of the survey was to assess the site for its ecological value and suggest 
recommendations for a nature reserve as part of a proposed housing development. 
 

1.2  Site context 

 
The site lies within the Pelsall ward occupying green belt land between Bloxwich and 
Pelsall and extends to approximately 4.75 ha. Currently the land is let as a series of 
fenced paddocks for grazing by horses. 
 
Allens Lane has been confirmed as a ‘Choices’ site in the Walsall Council Site Allocation 
document. The document identifies sites within the Borough where housing, 
employment and other land uses such as community and leisure facilities or public open 
spaces should be provided.  ‘Choices’ sites are selected as having more than one 
potential land use for the site. 

 
 
 
 

2 Methodology 

2.1 Desk Study 

EcoRecord, the ecological database for Birmingham and the Black Country was 
consulted during June 2013 for archive data on protected and species of conservation 
concern within 2km of the development.   
 
A search was also made of any designated sites and local sites of nature conservation 
within 1km of the development site. 
 
The following websites were utilised to search for statutory designated sites and all 
protected species within 2km of the development site: 

 Multi-Agency Geographic Information for the Countryside. www.magic.gov.uk 
 National Biodiversity Network Gateway. www.data.nbn.org.uk 
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2.2 Field Survey 

2.2.1 Flora  

2.2.1.1 Habitats 

An ‘extended’ Phase 1 Habitat Survey was carried out on 6th June 2013 in dry and 
sunny conditions by Nigel Baskerville CIEEM C.Env following the procedure described 
in the Handbook for Phase 1 Habitat Survey (JNCC, 2010).  The survey followed the 
same general approach as conventional Phase 1 methodology, but with greater 
emphasis being placed on recording evidence of protected species and species of 
conservation concern (including Local Biodiversity Action Plan species), as well as 
identification of features and habitats capable of supporting such species. 

 
Results of the Phase 1 Habitat Survey are presented as a colour coded map (see 
Appendix 1), with ‘Target Note’ (TN) locations marked with numbers.  Targets Notes 
comprise more detailed information on selected features of ecological interest and the 
potential value to protected species are contained in Appendix II. 

 

2.2.1.2 Species 

As well as the general habitat classification and mapping, a botanical species list was 
compiled with the abundance of each species estimated for each main habitat-type 
using standard ‘DAFOR’ codes: Dominant, Abundant, Frequent, Occasional, and Rare 
(Locally is used as a prefix where appropriate). The status of each species was checked 
against the appropriate local or national floras. 
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2.2.2 Fauna 

Habitats or features with the potential to support protected or priority species were 
recorded as a target note (See Appendix II). In addition any of the characteristic field 
signs of protected species were recorded as shown in Table 1. 

 
Table 1: Key habitats and field signs of protected and priority species 

 
Species Indicative habitat Field signs 
Badger Found in a variety of habitats notably 

woodland 
Setts, tracks, footprints, latrines, 
hairs caught on fence wire, scratch 
marks on trees  

European 
water vole 

Ponds, slow flowing rivers, canals and 
drainage ditches 
 
 
 
 

Burrows usually on steep sided 
banks 
Grazed lawns  
Feeding remains 
Latrines 
Footprints 

Great 
crested 
newts 

Breeding habitat - Ponds 
Foraging habitat - Rough grassland, 
scrub and woodland.  
Resting and hibernation habitat - Log 
and rubble piles, animal burrows  
 
The Habitat Suitability Score (HSI) 
was calculated for all ponds within the 
site boundary (Oldham et al. 2000).  
A HSI is a numerical index based on 
ten suitability indices giving a score of 
between 0 and 1. 0 indicates 
unsuitable habitat, 1 represents 
optimal habitat for great crested 
newts 
 

Eggs on aquatic vegetation (spring) 
 
 
 

Bats Roosts – Buildings, trees, 
underground features (caves etc.) 
 
Foraging – Woodland, ponds, 
hedgerows, wetland 
 
Commuting routes – linear habitats 
(hedgerows, watercourses, tree lines) 
 

Droppings, prey residues (such as 
fly or moth wings) and urine stains 
at roost sites. 

Reptiles Rough grassland, log and rubble piles Sloughed skins 
Birds A variety of habitats Nests, tree holes, cliff face 
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2.3  Limitations 

2.3.1 Desk Study 

The biological records from EcoRecord and other sources are not a comprehensive 
list of species data and therefore it is possible that protected species not identified in 
the search may be present within the vicinity of the site. 
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3  Results  

3.1 Habitat Description 

The location and extent of habitats are shown in Appendix 1 (Figure 1). Three UK BAP 
priority habitats were recorded namely ‘coastal and floodplain grazing marsh’, 
‘hedgerows’ and ‘ponds’ and as such are of national value.  On a local scale semi-
improved neutral grassland has a habitat action plan in the Birmingham and Black 
Country BAP.   

 

3.1.1 Semi- Improved neutral grassland 

The site comprises several horse grazed paddocks made up of a mixture of semi-
improved grassland and poor semi-improved neutral grassland.  

 
The central section of the site which includes a trotting track (TN 4) has the greatest 
species diversity with grasses dominated by rough meadow grass Poa trivialis, crested 
dog’s-tail Cynosurus cristatus and perennial rye-grass Lolium perenne. Herbs include 
abundant ribwort plantain Plantago lanceolata and frequent red clover Trifolium 
pratense, common mouse-ear Cerastium fontanum and meadow buttercup Ranunculus 
acris. Lesser trefoil Trifolium dubium, common cat’s-ear Hypochaeris radicata and white 
clover Trifolium repens are occasional components of the sward with bird’s-foot trefoil, 
Lotus corniculatus ox-eye daisy Leucanthemum vulgare, bulbous buttercup Ranunculus 
bulbosus and common vetch Vicia sativa agg. occuring more rarely. 
 
The southern section of the survey site adjacent to the watercourse which lies within 
the floodplain contains species typical of marshy grassland including patches of hairy 
Carex hirta and common sedge Carex nigra with occasional marsh foxtail Alopecurus 
geniculatus. 

. 
The poor semi-improved grassland occupies the higher ground at the western and 
north eastern sections of the site. The sward is tightly grazed by horses and has a low 
species diversity with occasional meadow buttercup, daisy Bellis perennis and common 
cat’s-ear with patches of broad-leaved dock Rumex obtusifolius and nettle Urtica dioica 
in the horse latrine areas.  
 

3.1.2 Standing water 

The only area of standing water is a small shallow pool in the centre of the site with a 
water surface area of approximately 25m2 at the time of survey (TN6). The pond 
contains common water crowfoot Ranunculus aquatilis and common starwort 
Callitriche stagnalis. There is little emergent vegetation as the pond is unfenced and its 
surrounds grazed by horses.  

 

3.1.3 Running water 

A watercourse forms the southern boundary of the site and flows in a south eastern 
direction (TN 15). 
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At the western end of the site, the watercourse has steep banks (45o) of 3-4m in 
height. The banks are dominted by tall herbs and ruderal species including nettle, cow 
parsley Anthriscus sylvestris, great willowherb Epilobium hirsutum with patches of 
bramble Rubus fructicosus and the occasional elder Sambucus nigra and hawthorn 
Crataegus monogyna bush.  The watercourse is approximately 1.5m wide and 20-
30cm deep and quite fast flowing at the western end. 
 
At the eastern end, the banks become lower (1-2m) and the watercourse is wider and 
slow flowing with areas of deeper water.  
 
Aquatic vegetation includes patches of fool’s watercress Apium nodiflorum, brooklime 
Veronica beccabunga, reed canary-grass Phalaris arundinacea, branched bur-reed 
Sparganium erectum and watercress Rorippa nasturtium-aquaticum. 
 

3.1.4 Ditch 

At the south eastern corner of the site are two former drainage channels which lie 
parallel with the adjacent watercourse (TN10 & TN14). These have been partially 
trodden in, and contain a number of characteristic wetland species including containing 
patches of branched burr-reed, reed canary grass, brooklime and water forget-me-not 
Myosotis scorpioides. 
 

3.1.5 Hedgerows 

A tall untrimmed hedgerow forms the northern boundary of the site adjacent to Allens 
Lane. The hedge is predominantly hawthorn with occasional elder and blackthorn 
Prunus spinosa bushes. There are several semi-mature sycamore trees Acer 
pseudoplatanus and hedge bottom vegetation includes occasional bluebell 
Hyacinthoides non-scripta and foxglove Digitalis purpurea. 
 

3.1.6 Mature infield trees   

There are two in-field trees on the site. The infield semi-mature oak tree Quercus 
robur (TN7) near the northern boundary of the site has some horse browsing damage 
to the trunk.  The other in-field tree is a semi-mature lime tree at the south eastern 
end of the site (TN10). 

 

 

3.2 Protected Sites 

There are no statutory protected sites within a 1km of the survey area.  

 
Five Sites of Local Importance for Nature Conservation (SLINCs); a non-statutory 
designation for sites of Borough importance, identified by the relevant local authority and 
the Wildlife Trust, are present within 1 km of the survey area. Details of the sites are 
shown in the table below and their location shown in Map 1.  
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Table 2: Sites of Local Importance for Nature Conservation within 1 km 
 
Site Reference Name Area (ha) Habitats of note 
WA045 Ford Brook 16.12 Watercourse, broad-leaved 

woodland, scrub, neutral 
grassland 

WA054 Goscote Wedge 46.09 Unimproved neutral 
grassland, marshy grassland, 
standing open water, 
watercourse, hedgerows, 
scrub, plantation woodland 

WA047/ WA142 Leyland’s Farm 8.21 Standing open water, 
watercourse, wet woodland, 
marshy grassland, neutral 
grassland, hedgerows 

WA055 Pelsall Common Pond 0.71 Standing open water, 
reedswamp, neutral grassland 

WA014 Wyrley & Essington 
Canal 

3.35 Canal 

 
 
Map 1: Designated sites within 1 km of the survey site 
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3.3 Species 

3.3.1 Protected species 

Table 3 below shows the protected species that may be potentially impacted by 
development works. Selection of the species is based on the following; 
 

 Species identified within the vicinity from the record search and desktop study. 
 Suitable habitat on or near the site with the potential to support the species  
 Confirmed field evidence of the species 

 
Table 3: Protected, BAP and Conservation concern species that may potentially be impacted 
by development   

 
Protected Species Status Present in 

desk study 
(within 2km) 

Suitable 
habitat on 
or near site 

Evidence 
on or 
near site 

Date and distance 
of record from site 

Amphibians      
Great crested newt 
Triturus triturus 

WCA, HR, 
UKBAP, LBAP 

Yes Yes No Recorded 2011 
(1.43km) 

Smooth newt 
Lissotriton vulgaris 

LBAP, UKBAP Yes Yes No Recorded 1988 
 (1.7 km) 

Common frog 
Rana temporaria 

LBAP Yes Yes No Recorded 2002  
(0.1 km) 

Common toad 
Bufo bufo 

LBAP, UKBAP Yes Yes No Recorded 2002  
(0.67 km) 

Mammals      

Badger 
Meles meles 

LBAP, PBA Yes No No  

Water vole 
Arvicola terrestris 

LBAP, WCA, 
HR, UKBAP 

Yes Yes No Recorded 2004 
(0.32km) 

Bats      
Pipistrelle spp 
 

WCA, HR, 
UKBAP, LBAP 

Yes Yes No Recorded 2009 
(0.72km) 

Common pipistrelle 
Pipistrellus pipistellus 

WCA, HR, 
UKBAP, LBAP 

Yes Yes No Recorded 2006 
(0.50km) 

Soprano pipistrelle 
Pipistrellus pygmaeus 

WCA, HR, 
UKBAP, LBAP 

Yes Yes No Recorded 2009 
(1.57km) 

Birds WCA     

Common kestrel 
Falco tinnunculus 

Amber, Bern, 
CITES, LBAP 

Yes Yes No Recorded 2002, 
(0.1km) 

Common kingfisher 
Alcedo atthis 

Amber Yes Yes No Recorded 2002 
(1.04km) 

Spotted flycatcher 
Muscicapa striata 

Red, UKBAP Yes Yes No Recorded 1988 
(1.7km) 

Tree pipit 
Anthus trivialis 

Red, UKBAP Yes Yes No Recorded 2000 
(1.9km) 

Meadow pipit 
Anthus pratensis 

Amber Yes Yes No Recorded 1988 
(0.67km) 
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Yellowhammer 
Emberiza citronella 

Bern, Red, 
LBAP, UKBAP 

Yes Yes No Recorded 1990  
(0.57 km) 

Common linnet 
Carduelis cannabina 

Bern, Red, 
LBAP, UKBAP 

Yes   Yes No Recorded 2002 
(0.1km) 

Starling 
Sturnus vulgaris 

Red, UKBAP Yes Yes Yes Recorded 1990 
 (0.3 km) 

Barn swallow 
Hirundo rustica 

Amber Yes Yes No Recorded 2002 
(0.67km) 

Common bullfinch 
Pyrrhula pyrrhula 

Amber, 
UKBAP  

Yes Yes No Recorded 2002 
(0.67km) 

Song thrush 
Turdus philomelos 

Red, UKBAP, 
LBAP 

Yes Yes No Recorded 2002 
(0.67km) 

Mistle thrush 
Turdus viscivorus 

Amber Yes Yes No Recorded 2002 
(1.2km) 

Green woodpecker 
Picus viridus 

Amber Yes Yes No Recorded 2000 
(1.9km) 

Dunnock 
Prunella modularis 

Amber, 
UKBAP 

Yes Yes No Recorded 2002 
(0.1km) 

Common snipe 
Gallinago gallinago 

Amber, LBAP Yes Yes No Recorded 1988 
(0.5km) 

Lapwing 
Vanellus vanellus 

Red, UKBAP Yes Yes No Recorded 1988 
(0.67km) 

Willow tit 
Poecile montanus 

Red, UKBAP Yes Yes No Recorded 2002 
(1.04km) 

Yellow wagtail 
Motacilla flava 

Red, UKBAP Yes Yes No Recorded 1988 
(1.7km) 

Grey wagtail 
Motacilla cinerea 

Amber Yes Yes No Recorded 2003 
(1.04km) 

Skylark 
Alauda arvensis 

Red, LBAP, 
UKBAP  

Yes Yes No Recorded 1988 
(0.50km) 

Common whitethroat 
Sylvia communis 

Amber Yes Yes No Recorded 2002 
(0.67km) 

Reed bunting 
Emberiza schoeniclus 

Amber, 
UKBAP 

Yes Yes Yes Recorded 2002 
(0.1km) 
 

Grey partridge 
Perdix perdix 

Red, UKBAP, 
LBAP 

Yes Yes No Recorded 1988 
(0.67km) 
 

House sparrow 
Passer domesticus 

Red, UKBAP Yes Yes Yes Recorded 2002 
(0.10km) 
 

Willow warbler 
Phylloscopus trochilus 

Amber Yes Yes No Recorded 2002 
(0.10km) 
 

Plants      

Bluebell 
Hyacinthoides non-
scripta 

LBAP, WCA Yes Yes Yes Recorded 1990 
(0.3km) 
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Key 

WCA: Wildlife & Countryside Act  HR: Habitat Regulations 
PBA: Protection of Badgers Act   UKBAP: UK BAP species 
LBAP: Local BAP species   Cites: Convention on International Trade in Endangered  

          Species of wild flora and fauna 
 
Amber:  Bird species with an unfavourable conservation status in Europe; those whose population or range 
has declined moderately in recent years; those whose population has declined historically but made a 
substantial recent recovery; rare breeders; and those with internationally important or localised populations. 

 
Red:  Bird species Globally Threatened according to IUCN criteria; those whose population or range has 
declined rapidly in recent years; and those that have declined historically and not shown a substantial recent 
recovery. 
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3.3.1.1 Great crested newts 

The nearest historical record for great crested newts is 1.43km from the site at 
Ashbourne Road, Bloxwich in 2011. 

 
There was no evidence of great crested newts found in the pond (TN 6) either as  
adults or eggs present on the vegetation. To ascertain the potential presence of great 
crested newts, a Habitat Suitability Score was calculated for the pond (Oldham et al. 
2000).  A Habitat Suitability Index (HSI) is a numerical index, between 0 and 1.  A 
system has been devised for using HSI scores to define pond suitability for great 
crested newts on a categorical scale as shown in Table 4 below:  
 
Table 4: Categorisation of HSI scores 

 
HSI Score Suitability 

<0.5 Poor 
0.5 – 0.59 Below average 
0.6 – 0.69 Average 
0.7 – 0.79 Good 

>0.8 Excellent 
 

Table 5:  Great Crested Newt Habitat Suitability Index for pond (TN 6)  
 

Pond Number TN 6 

SI1 - Location 1 

SI2 - Pond area 0.1 

SI3 - Pond drying 1 

SI4 - Water quality 0.67 

SI5 - Shade 1 

SI6 - Fowl 1 

SI7 - Fish 1 

SI8 - Ponds 0.7 

SI9 – Terrestrial habitat 0.33 

SI10 - Macrophytes 0.9 

HSI 0.65 

 
The HSI score of 0.65 shown in Table 5 above indicates that the pond is of average 
suitability for great crested newts,  

 

3.3.1.2 Badgers 

No signs of badgers were found on site.  
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3.3.1.3 Water voles 

No signs of water voles were found on site. The nearest historic records of water vole 
are at Goscote Wedge in 2003 and Ford Brook in 2004, 0.32km and 0.54km from 
the site respectively.  

 

3.3.1.4 Bats 

There are several historic records of common pipistelle bats within the vicinity of 
Allens Lane.  The site has suitable foraging habitat in and around the site (hedgerows, 
semi-improved grassland and water bodies) and potential roost sites e.g. mature trees.  
 

3.3.1.5 Birds 

There is potential nesting habitat for a range of bird species on the site, most notably 
within mature trees and the hedgerow.  During the survey two RSPB ‘Red’ status bird 
species were recorded; starling and house sparrow together with reed bunting which 
has ‘amber’ status. 
 

3.3.1.6 Plants 

No nationally important plant species were recorded. Grasses and herbs within the 
semi-improved grassland habitat are generally commonly occurring species. Bluebell is 
a local BAP species which was recorded in the hedge bottoms (TN 5 & 15). 
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4 Discussion and interpretation 

4.1 Designated sites 

There are no statutory or non statutory designated sites within the survey area.  
 
Goscote Wedge SINC lies immediately south of the site and the watercourse dividing 
the two areas forms a wildlife corridor between Leyland’s farm and Ford Brook as 
shown in Figure 1.  It is important that the floodplain grassland alongside the 
watercourse is retained to continue to provide both a buffer and migration/ dispersal 
route for wildlife.   
  

4.2 Habitats 

The grassland immediately adjacent to the watercourse is ‘floodplain grazing marsh’, a 
UK BAP Priority habitat of national importance. This habitat should be retained and 
protected in the development site.  
 
Ponds and hedgerows are also UK BAP Priority Habitats and these habitats should be 
retained in the design of the development. 
 
The semi-improved grassland is of local/regional importance and recognised as a local 
UK BAP Habitat under the Birmingham and West Midlands BAP. As much as possible of 
this habitat should be retained within the development design. One of the main threats 
to this habitat is considered to be overgrazing by horses which is currently the case on 
site. There is an opportunity to enhance this habitat by reducing grazing intensity and 
managing as a traditional hay meadow which would allow plants to flower and set seed.  
 
 

4.3  Species 

4.3.1 Great crested newts 

Although great crested newts were not recorded on site, the small pond (TN6) does 
have some potential to support this species and should be retained within the 
development design. There is potential to enhance both the aquatic habitat in terms of 
emergent vegetation and potential foraging habitat for newts and other amphibians. 
The prevention of heavy grazing around the pond margin and its surroundings would 
allow marginal vegetation to development thereby providing cover for emerging 
aquatic wildlife.  

 

4.3.2 Water vole 

Evidence of this species was not recorded on site, but the adjacent watercourse does 
offer potential habitat for this species.  The steep well vegetated banks have a 
reasonable diversity of aquatic and terrestrial species. Maintaining varied bank-side 
vegetation along the watercourse would be beneficial in providing potential feeding 
opportunities for the water vole.   



 

 19 

 

4.3.3 Birds 

Birds have the potential to nest in the hedgerows and mature trees on site and these 
should be retained in the design of the development. 

 

4.3.4 Bats  

There are several semi-mature hedgerow trees along the northern boundary (TN 16) 
and an infield oak tree (TN 7) which have potential to support roosting bats and 
provide foraging habitat.   
 
The trees and the hedgerows should be retained in the development proposals to 
maintain potential foraging habitat.   
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5 Recommendations  

5.1   Creation of nature reserve 

It is proposed to create a nature reserve on the site which will extend to approximately 
1.6 ha as shown in Figure 2 in the Appendix IV.  This area equates to approximately a 
third of the site and it will incorporate areas of greatest ecological interest, primarily the 
floodplain grassland. 
 
The main aim is to achieve a net gain in biodiversity by; 
 

 Management to enhance the conservation value of existing habitats in particular 
BAP Priority Habitats. 

 Creation of new habitats to provide ‘stepping stones’ particularly for protected 
species 

 Improve linkages between habitats 
 

5.1.1 Management of semi-improved neutral grassland 

The current extent of the floodplain grazing marsh priority habitat will be incorporated 
into the nature reserve area, together with the majority of semi-improved neutral 
grassland. 
 
Currently much of the grassland is over-grazed by horses and there is potential to 
improve the botanical value of the sward by taking a late hay cut each year after the 
middle of July.  

  
  

5.1.2 Pond management 

The small pond should be incorporated into the nature reserve and be linked to the 
grassland/ watercourse habitat to the south. 
 
There is potential to enhance the pond (TN 6) which is currently heavily grazed by 
horses and lacks emergent vegetation around the margins including surrounding cover 
for emerging wildlife such as amphibians. There is potential to create further standing 
water in the nature reserve area, by widening the defunct ditches alongside the 
watercourse (TN 10 & 14). 
 

5.1.3 Watercourse management 

A buffer strip of floodplain and semi-improved grassland between proposed housing 
and watercourse will provide a corridor and linkage between the open space to the 
east and west of the site.   
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Maintaining a structurally diverse flora together with the enhancement of the old ditch 
channels described above (5.1.2) will aim to provide foraging and cover for water 
voles. 

 

5.1.4 Hedgerow restoration 

The hedgerow habitat could be increased by extending the existing hedgerow along 
the northern and western boundaries. This could be achieved by a combination of 
new planting and gapping up with locally native tree and shrub species.   
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Appendix 1 Phase 1 Habitat Map of land off Allens Lane, Pelsall 
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Appendix II  Target Note Descriptions 
 

Target 
note 

Description  Photograph Protected species 
potential 

1 
 
Poor semi-improved grassland 
Tightly grazed horse paddock 
with frequent perennial rye-grass 
and rough meadow grass. Herbs 
include occasional ribwort 
plantain, common mousear, 
dandelion and yarrow. Horse 
latrine areas of coarser vegetation 
including stands of nettle, white 
dead nettle, creeping buttercup 
and lesser burdock.  
  

 

2 
 
Semi-improved grassland 
Narrow strip alongside 
watercourse includes occasional 
lesser trefoil, sheep’s sorrel, 
common cat’s-ear, red clover and 
bird’s foot-trefoil. 
 

 

 

3 
 
Running water 
Shallow stream with steep sided 
banks. Narrow (1.5m) and quite 
fast flowing at western end 
becoming wider (2m) and slow 
flowing at eastern end. Marginal 
vegetation includes fools-
watercress, reed canary grass, 
branched burr-reed, brooklime 
and watercress. Banks dominated 
by tall ruderals including nettle, 
cow parsley and great 
willowherb. 
 

 

Water voles 
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4 

 
Semi-improved grassland 
Abundant rough meadow-grass 
and common bent with 
occasional cock’s-foot. Herbs 
include abundant ribwort plantain 
and frequent red clover, common 
mouse-ear with occasional lesser 
trefoil, common cat’s-ear. More 
rarely bird’s-foot trefoil, ox-eye 
daisy, bulbous buttercup and 
germander speedwell. 
 

 

 

 
 

 
5 

 
Defunct species-poor hedge 
Several mature hawthorn bushes 
and a single elder. Occasional 
bluebell and foxglove beneath. 
 

 

 
 

 
Nesting birds 

 
6 

 
Pond 
Small shallow pond containing 
common water starwort, water 
crowfoot and flote grass. 
 

 

Average Habitat 
Suitability Index for 
great crested newts 
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7 

 
Mature in-field tree 
Oak tree with some horse 
damage of the trunk. 
 

 

 

 
8 

 
Poor semi-improved grassland 
Heavily grazed sward with 
occasional common cat’s-ear, 
daisy and meadow buttercup. 
Damper at southern end of field 
with pile of horse manure near 
watercourse. 
 

 

 

 

 
9 

 
Semi-improved grassland 
Rough meadow-grass and crested 
dog’s-tail dominant with 
occasional meadow foxtail and 
marsh foxtail. Patches of hairy 
sedge in damper section with 
occasional meadow buttercup, 
lesser trefoil and common cat’s-
ear. 
 

 

 

 
10 

 
Ditch 
Partially trodden in former 
drainage channel running parallel 
to the watercourse, containing 
patches of branched burr-reed 
and reed canary grass. 
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11 

 
Semi-improved grassland 
Tightly grazed paddock with 
abundant ribwort plantain, 
frequent daisy and white clover 
with occasional meadow 
buttercup and dandelion. Patches 
of nettle. 

 

 

 
12 

 
Infield mature tree 
Mature lime tree with patch of 
yellow flag beneath 
 

 

 
 

 
Nesting birds 

 
13 

 
Semi-improved grassland 
Sward includes abundant 
meadow buttercup with frequent 
ribwort plantain and occasional 
common cat’s-ear, daisy and 
dandelion. Former drainage 
channel at southern end contains 
branched burr-reed, brooklime 
and water forget-me-not. 
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14 

 
Ditch 
Former drainage channel at 
southern end contains branched 
burr-reed, brooklime and water 
forget-me-not. 
 

 

 

 
15 

 
Intact native species-poor hedge 
3-4m tall roadside hedge of 
mainly hawthorn with occasional 
elder and blackthorn. Several 
semi-mature oak and sycamore. 
Bluebell and foxglove in hedge 
bottom. 
 

 

Nesting birds, 
foraging bats 
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Appendix III  Legislation and policy 

7.1 Legislation 

Legal information given below is a summary and intended only for general guidance. 
The original legal documents should be consulted for definitive information. 
 

Habitat Regulations 

The conservation (Natural Habitats & c.) Regulations 1994, as amended by the 
Conservation (Natural Habitats & c.) (Amendment) Regulation 2007 and 2009 
respectively, transpose Council Directive 92/43/EEC on the Conservation of Natural 
Habitats and Wild Flora and Fauna (Habitats Directive) into English law, making it an 
offence to deliberately capture, kill or disturb any wild animal protected under the 
Habitat Regulations.  It is also an offence to damage or destroy a breeding site or 
resting place of such an animal (even if the animal is not present at the time). 

 

Wildlife & Countryside Act 

The Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981, as amended by the Countryside and Rights of 
Way Act (CRoW) 2000 and the Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act 
(NERC) 2006, consolidates and amends existing national legislation to implement the 
Convention on the Conservation of European Wildlife and Natural Habitats (Bern 
Convention) and Council Directive 79/409/EEC on the Conservation of Wild Birds 
(Birds Directive), making it an offence to: 

 
 Intentionally kill, injure or take any wild bird or their eggs or nests (with 

certain exceptions) and disturb any bird species listed under Schedule 1 to 
the Act, or its dependent young while it is nesting. 

 Intentionally kill, injure or take any wild animal listed under Schedule 5 to the 
Act; intentionally damage, destroy or obstruct any place used for shelter or 
protection by any wild animal listed under Schedule 5 to the Act; disturb 
certain Schedule 5 animal species while they occupy a place used for shelter 
or protection. 

 Pick or uproot any wild plant listed under Schedule 8 of the Act. 

 

Protection of Badgers Act 

The Protection of Badgers Act 1992 makes it illegal to kill, injure or take a badger or to 
intentionally or recklessly interfere with a badger sett.  Sett interference includes 
disturbing badgers whilst they are occupying a sett or obstructing access to it. 
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7.2 Policy 

Biodiversity Action Plans 

The UK Biodiversity Action plan (UKBAP) (Anon,1995) was organised to fulfil the Rio 
Convention on Biological Diversity in 1992, to which the UK is a signatory.  A list of 
national priority species and habitats has been produced with all listed species/habitats 
having specific action plans defining the measures required to ensure their 
conservation.  Regional and local BAPs have also been organised to develop plans for 
species/habitats of nature conservation importance at regional and local levels.   

 

Local Structure Plans 

County, District and Local Councils have Structure Plans and other policy documents 
that include targets and policies which aim to maintain and enhance biodiversity.  
These are used by Planning Authorities to inform planning decisions. 
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 Appendix IV Ecological Proposals. Land off Allens Lane, Pelsall 
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Appendix V Ecological Records Search Results 
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