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4. Under ‘Spatial Objectives’ the adopted Core Strategy promises an ‘high quality environment’ which “will 

protect and enhance the unique biodiversity and geodiversity of the Black Country …. ….. ….. whilst valuing 

its local character.’ This is true of the contribution that the specific Green Belt locations listed above 

provide. 

 

5. Policy CSP2 of the approved Strategy of 2011, states it will provide, ‘A strong Green Belt to promote 

urban renaissance within the urban area and provide easy access to the countryside for urban residents 

where the landscape, nature conservation and agricultural land will be protected and enhanced where 

practical and possible.’ Policy CSP2 then goes on to state that, ‘Green Belt boundaries will be maintained 

and protected from inappropriate development’. These principles should be upheld in the present 

circumstances.  

 

6. Proposals to fundamentally modify the adopted Strategy of 2011 by building houses and industry in the 

Green Belt, would be contrary to environmental policy, ENV2 - Historic Character and Local 

Distinctiveness, and ENV6 - Open Space, Sport and Recreation.  

 

7. The Urban Regeneration Strategy deployed in the approved plan of 2011, works and encourages the 

redevelopment of more difficult sites for housing and industry by preventing development in the Green 

Belt and on other greenfield sites. This is good for the environment in all aspects. Releasing Green Belt 

now will be a failure to direct development attention where it is necessary and desirable. Failure to 

continue to follow the regeneration strategy will result in unnecessary loss of countryside; will undermine 

public confidence in the Green Belt and will cause irreversible environmental damage.  

 

8. The obvious corollary of releasing Green Belt now is that the process of Green Belt release will be 

perpetual for future development. It is not accepted that we need to start that process at this juncture. 

The ‘Review’ proposals undermine the principle of Green Belts and are a retrograde step.  

 

Will you please record my objection and reply to acknowledge safe receipt?  

 

Please keep me informed of progress and of future stages.  

 

Yours Faithfully, 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 




